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Building a good relationship with your retriever starts with being the leader that he wants and needs.  By becoming the alpha dog, you become his trusted mentor, teaching him what he loves to do and providing good food and health care for him.  Remember that there is nothing he wants more than to please you (although, he may seem defiant and more interested in tending to his own agenda at times!) Keep in mind that the foundation for training retrievers is to simplify and teach - not force.

Earning the Alpha role does not involve any kind of physical abuse to the retriever.  He wants and needs you to be the leader.  You need to earn this position through language he understands.

Ways to Establish Alpha Status

· Dogs posture and therefore you need to posture or loom over him.  

· Straddle over him

· Roll him over on his back

· When you first return home, do not acknowledge him.  Stand tall and ignore him until he has settled down.  Then you can say hello.

· Have him eat after you.  You control the food supply.

· The “down” command is very submissive.

Commands

Remember that you are giving a command, not having a conversation.  It does not have to be loud, it just needs to be a command.  When a command is given, it needs to be obeyed.  Never give a command that you can’t enforce.  For example, don’t give the “here” command if you can’t go out and bring him back to you or correct him with a collar.

List of Basic Commands

· “No”  When ever he is doing something undesirable, this is the first word out of your mouth.  Never start with his name.  His name is a signal to retrieve.

· “Here”  3 or more whistles.  Blow the whistle with your hand down in front.  Your retriever needs to come all the way in and finish in front. 

· “Heel”  Heel is a position on either side of you directed by your hand down and to your side.

· “Sit”  1 whistle – finger up.  Sit means sit until told to do otherwise.  There is no “Stay” command.

· “Down”  Hand held out flat.

· “Hup”  (Look at me)  2 whistles.  Used to check up the dog without bringing him all the way in.  This is used to give direction in the field (as when you are upland hunting)

· “Dogs Name”  Used to send him on a mark (a bird he can see fall)

· “Back”  (Advanced)  Used to send on a blind bird he doesn’t see fall.

Cues

Cues are given to the retriever before a command to prepare him for the upcoming command.  The volume of your voice is an important cue.  When you are sending your retriever on a mark, the louder the command, the longer the mark.

List of Basic Cues

· “Dead Bird”  Given to let him know you are going to send him on a blind.  Also used to let him know that there is downed game ie “dead bird – hunt it up”

· “Easy”  Used to cue him before you send him quietly on a short mark.

· “Where’s your mark?”  Used to remind him of a memory bird when lining him up for a retrieve.

· “Here and Heel”  Used to help line him up for a memory bird or a blind.  “Here” pulls him toward you while your hand is tapping your leg.  “Heel” pushes him away from you with your hand pulling him away.

It is of utmost importance to always maintain solid obedience with him. Not only does hunting with an obedient, well-trained retriever help conserve the resource that we love, but just watching them do what they were born to do adds so much to the hunt.  The mindset to always keep is to simplify and teach.  If he seems to be not understanding a task, simplify it even more to teach it.  Training is key to enjoying your retriever, your hunt and your time together.







